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VOTE NO on PROP 302 on NOVEMBER 2nd!

Arizona voters strongly support preparing our children to succeed in life and
have consistently voted to protect education and health services for children.

Despite steady public support of education and health services for children,
the Arizona Legislature still doesn’t get it. Instead

of protecting children, they created Proposition

302 which puts kids in harm’s way.

Prop 302 asks voters to bail out irresponsible
politicians on the backs of young children. It
will shortchange our kids, which is just what voters
told politicians not to do when they voted
overwhelmingly in May 2010 for Prop 100, the
temporary sales tax increase to support education.

Prop 302 is a ballot measure that would take voter-
approved tobacco tax dollars away from healthcare
and education for our kids and put them in the
hands of the Legislature.

In just the past three years, these funds have
helped more than 330,000 Arizona children from
birth through age 5. Through First Things First,
tens of millions of dollars have gone to early
education and children’s health care in communities across the state.

If we don’t defeat Prop 302, Arizona’s youngest children will suffer. They
will not have the basic education and health care that pediatricians, scientists
and parents know is needed to get a fair start in life.
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FIRST THINGS FIRST: THE BIG PICTURE

On November 2, 2010, Arizona voters will decide on Prop 302, a ballot initiative that would
take voter-approved tobacco tax dollars away from healthcare and education for our kids
and put it in the hands of the Legislature. Let’s put children first - not politics: No on 302.

Arizona voters strongly support preparing our children to succeed in life and
have consistently voted to protect education and health services for children.

In November 2006, Arizona voters created First Things First to be funded by a special tax
on tobacco products. This revenue, directed by law into the Early Childhood Development
and Health Fund, was mandated by voters to “increase the quality of and access to early
childhood development and health services for children up to five years of age.”

In May 2010, voters overwhelmingly supported Prop 100 to protect K-12 education and
health care for those in need from further devastating cuts. This three-year, one-cent state
sales tax increase will allow Arizona to avoid further slashing services for children because
the law directs 2/3 of the funding to education, and 1/3 to health and human services and
public safety.

Prop 302 asks voters to bail out irresponsible politicians on the backs of young
children. It will shortchange our kids, which is just what Prop 100 voters told
politicians not to do.

Despite steady public support of education and health services for children,
the Arizona Legislature still doesn’t get it. Instead of protecting children, they
created Prop 302 which puts kids in harm’s way.

First Things First even offered an interest-free loan to help address our current budget
deficit, but legislators rejected this idea and opted to try seizing the money to bail them-
selves out. Quite simply, this political move is a grab for the revenue that voters ordered to
be spent on education and early childhood development for children under age 6.

If Prop 302 passes, all the tobacco money designated for children’s services will be swept
into the General Fund, where it will come under the Legislature’s control. Atrisk is the
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more than $300 million First Things First has collected to spend on core services for young
children, plus all future tobacco tax revenues.

Proposition 302 is created by the same Legislature that has mishandled the state’s budget
crisis. If it passes, it will end the First Things First early childhood education programs
created by the people.

The Legislature claims this money will be spent “on children,” but there’s no guarantee. In
fact, legislators intentionally wrote the bill in such a way so they could raid these funds for
other purposes.

With First Things First, we know exactly what we’ll get - young children given the
opportunity for a fair start in life. Clearly, we can’t trust the Legislature to do that.

If we don’t defeat Prop 302, Arizona’s youngest children will suffer. They
will not have the basic education and health care that pediatricians,
scientists and parents know is needed to get a fair start in life.

Voter support for helping children has never wavered, from creating First Things First to
passing Prop 100. And medical science is clear: The first 5 years of a child’s life are
essential to brain development and future achievement. That's why First Things First is
geared to proactively helping these young children begin school ready to learn.

Prop 302 will destroy a system that works and has helped children under age 6 across the
state. It will end a transparent, accountable system run by volunteer local councils in favor
of control by the state Legislature.

In just the past three years, First Things First has helped more than 330,000 Arizona
children from birth through age 5. First Things First has delivered tens of millions of
dollars to communities across the state. The system has:

v’ Created healthier, safer learning environments for more than 66,000 children.

v Provided a complete package of detailed parenting tools, tips and resources to teach
and support the parents of 80,000 newborns when they leave the hospital.

v" Delivered more than 2 million pounds of emergency food boxes and 76,000 emergency
aid items, like diapers and formula.

v Ensured higher quality child care for more than 33,000 young children.

v' Made sure that more than 3,000 children have access to the specialized therapists they
need in their community.

Go to www.no302.com to learn more and find out how you can stop the legislature from
raiding early childhood education and health care.
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First Things First OKs more than $100M for Arizona students

Phoenix Business Journal
Friday, July 16, 2010

First Things First approved nearly $101 million in contracts for fiscal 2011 to give Arizona’s
youngest students the educational services and tools they need to prepare for higher education
and the work force.

The funding will support both statewide initiatives and community-based strategies in five areas:
improving the quality of early education services, helping the teachers of young children enhance
their professional skills, expanding health services, supporting parents with home- and
community-based services, and building public awareness of the importance of early childhood
learning.

The approved contracts are with organizations ranging from state agencies working with young
kids, to nonprofit groups and city or tribal governments.

First Things First is funded by a voter-enacted tax on tobacco products, designating 45 percent to
early learning opportunities, 24 percent to parent and family support, 17 percent to healthy
children, 11 percent to teachers and caregivers, and 3 percent to public education and awareness.

For more: www.azftf.gov.

All contents of this site © American City Business Journal Inc. All rights reserved.

YumaSun.com

Kids services get $2 million

BY STEPHANIE A. WILKEN — SUN STAFF WRITER
June 23, 2010

Yuma County residents will have $2 million in resources, thanks to two local organizations.

First Things First is a statewide organization created in 2006 by Arizona voters through Proposition 203, a ballot
initiative that sets aside 80 cents from each pack of cigarettes sold in order to fund the expansion of education and
health programs for children from birth through age 5.

Madeline Coil, Yuma Regional Council chairwoman for First Things First, said when Yuma children are provided
with quality early childhood education and health programs, they are more likely to succeed in school and life.



“By providing quality early learning experiences, a foundation is created for lifelong learning,” she said. “These
services build on best practices and meet the unique needs of the Yuma communities.”

The funding will support community-based strategies, such as the Western Arizona Council of Governments Head
Start, and help enhance the professional skills of more than 250 teachers who work with the children.

Child and Family Resources received two grants to help parents support their child's learning and development and
to fund the Choices for Teens program geared toward parenting, life skills and self-sufficiency.

The Yuma County Department of Public Health Services District was also awarded two grants. Those funds will
help parents support their child's development and learning as well as a grant providing funding for early parental
access.

The specific contracts approved for the Cocopah region include an agreement with the Cocopah Indian Tribe for
Early Steps, a comprehensive program that increase the opportunities for children to have a solid start in life.

“Cocopah families are confident that the First Things First home visitation program is helping its young children get
the best possible opportunities early in life to prepare for school,” said Paul Soto, council member for the Cocopah
Indian Tribe.

A ballot measure this November could eliminate First Things First and sweep all the funds set aside for early
childhood education and health. The state Legislature would then decide how the funds would be spent.

“The voters of Arizona approved First Things First so that funding could be dedicated to programs in early childhood
education and health so that all children would be able to enter kindergarten with the tools needed to be successful
in school and life,” Soto said. “Now the Legislature is questioning Arizona's commitment to children and these
services are in jeopardy.

“The tribe encourages voters to support, sustain and maintain the First Things First initiatives this November. The
series really do get children on the right path to success.”

Earlier this month, the Yuma Regional Council for First Things First adopted a resolution to oppose the ballot
measure and urge citizens to preserve the funding.

“We should continue dedicating these resources to the education and development of our youngest children,” Coil
said. “Voters should vote no on the ballot measure.”

The money has been recommended by the First Things First Yuma and the Cocopah Tribe Regional Councils. The
contracts were approved by the statewide First Things First Board on June 15 and are effective July 1.

Stephanie A. Wilken can be reached at swilken@yumasun.com or 539-6857.

© Copyright 2010 Freedom Communications. All Rights Reserved.
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Please list me as a supporter of the No on 302 campaign!

Name Date

Affiliation (optional)

Address

Home Q4
or
City, State Zip Work QO
e-Mail
Phone(s)
Home Work Cell
For organizational or business endorsements
Organization name
Authorized by
Name Title

[ am a (check all that apply):

U Kindergarten teacher U Pediatrician

U Elementary school teacher U Doctor

U High school teacher U Other medical field
QO School nurse

U Other educator U Elected official

U Public safety

O Parent O Other

U Iam interested in volunteering - please contact me.

Return this form to Kelly Paisley, CAA, 4001 N 3rd St, Suite 160, Phoenix, AZ 85012 or fax
(602) 263-8792 or contact Kelly at kpaisley@azchildren.org or (602) 266-0707 x212.
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WINDOW PAINT - AN EASY and
AFFORDABLE WAY to SPREAD the
“NO ON 302” MESSAGE

You can reach hundreds of voters every day with a
homemade No on 302 message on your car, home or work
windows with window markers.

Window markers are available at many craft and party
supply stores, like Party City. You can also order them
on-line from Target (search for window paint).

Here are some suggested slogans, but you are encouraged
to come up with your own!

Children first. Not politics.

No on 302 - kids not politics!

Vote for kids not politicians.
Voters have spoken - protect kids!
No on 302 - protect children.

No on 302 - no to politicans.

oUW =
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SAMPLE e-Mail

Dear Friend:

I'm writing to let you know about Proposition 302, a measure that we absolutely need to
defeat on Election Day. Here’s why:

1. The people of Arizona have always spoken with one voice at the polls - we support
children.

This was made evident most recently by the overwhelming support of Proposition 100, the
temporary sales tax increase. Protecting kids’ education, health and well-being, and
providing our youngest citizens with an equal opportunity for a successful start is of the
utmost importance. Children are the core of our communities and our state’s prosperity
rests in their hands. It’s up to us to provide for them a solid foundation from which to grow.

2. The Legislature - out of touch and out of real solutions - still doesn’t get it.

The bottom line: First Things First was approved by voters in 2006. Now, the Legislature
seeks to overturn voters’ will, seize this tobacco tax revenue earmarked for children and
put it into the General Fund so they can spend it as they want. Our kids deserve a fair start.
More than 90 percent of funds that flow through First Things First are directly invested in
communities across the state. More than 330,000 children and their families have
benefitted from valuable services, including health screenings, scholarships and basic
necessities because of First Things First.

3. If we fail to defeat 302, our children and our state will suffer.

If First Things First is gutted, we’ll send a strong negative message to the legislature: It’s
0.K. to shortchage kids. Without an equal opportunity to succeed in life, our kids will not
grow into the vibrant, intelligent and prosperous citizens we hope them to be. The early
education and parent support that thousands of families rely on will disappear. The long-
term impact will be evident in our education and economic systems. This is too great a risk
to take. This is why we must vote No on 302.

[ hope you'll join me in defeating Prop 302. To find out more please visit www.no302.com.
Thank you.
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SAMPLE LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Sample #1

Your story about Proposition 302 shows once again that the Arizona Legislature just
doesn’t get it.

In 2006 - just four years ago - a majority of Arizonans voted to create a tobacco tax
revenue stream and dedicate those funds to early childhood education and development.
The voters sent a clear message at the polls then in establishing First Things First, just as
they did in passing Proposition 100 by a landslide margin a few months ago.

In Arizona we value education and quality early life experiences for every child in every
community. We insist our kids begin school healthy and ready to learn.

Sadly, the state Legislature has put politics ahead of children at every turn. Having failed to
balance responsible budgets, they have created Proposition 302 to seize money set aside
for our kids and eliminate First Things First, the system created by voters.

Don’t let these politicians disregard the voters’ will. Don’t let them literally steal money
from Arizona children in need. Don’t let them gut a system that’s working. Vote no on
Proposition 302 and do what’s right for our children.

Jane Voter

Phoenix, AZ

Sample #2

Dear Editor:

The story from (insert date)’s paper about First Things First was sobering indeed. You'd
think a system that had demonstrably improved the lives of more than 330,000 young

children across the state of Arizona would be in line for a commendation from our elected
officials.
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Only in Arizona would you be wrong. Instead, much-needed services for the state’s
youngest children face elimination if voters pass Proposition 302 this November.

To me, defeating Prop 302 is just common sense: The better start children get in life, the
more likely they are to succeed in school and the less likely they are to need extra help.
Kids who get a quality education and appropriate health care are more likely to advance
into college and establish successful careers. They also end up healthier and they require
less help from government and from taxpayers.

[ figure I'd rather see us use a little bit of tobacco tax revenue now - and give every child a
fair chance at grabbing life’s opportunities - than spend a whole lot of tax money later on

for prisons, unemployment benefits and emergency room fees. That’s why I'm voting “no”
on Proposition 302.

Mr. Joe Taxpayer
Mesa, AZ
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SAMPLE NEWSLETTER ARTICLE

Students across Arizona head back to school this month but it’s what happens in the years
before they set foot in a classroom that sets up children for success. Countless studies and a
surge of research point to early childhood education and health care in the first five years
of life as key to children growing into productive members of society. That's why all of us
need to take note of an important ballot issue facing voters this November: Proposition
302.

This measure, referred to the ballot by Arizona Legislature, seeks to put an end to First
Things First, the statewide early childhood resource system created by voters in 2006.

“Through First Things First and its special tobacco tax, voters made a commitment to
Arizona’s children,” said Nadine Mathis Basha, one of the campaign’s leaders. “A no vote on
Prop 302 will send another strong message to the Legislature to finally put children first in
our state, not politics.”

The 80-cent tobacco tax that voters supported just four years ago is now being eyed by the
state legislature as an easy way to fill Arizona’s budget holes. Generating roughly $150
million a year, First Things First has been able to support early childhood in communities
around the state.

“We’ve been able to provide early education and health for hundreds of thousands of
families, from the reservations to our suburbs, from rural towns to inner cities,” Basha
explains. “Arizona’s children, more than 330,000 of them, have benefitted because of this
revenue.”

First Things First funds - dispursed through local volunteer councils in 31 regions
statewide - already have:
e Created healthier, safer learning environments for more than 66,000 children.

e Provided a complete package of detailed parenting tools, tips and resources to teach
and support the parents of 80,000 newborns when they left the hospital.

e Delivered more than 2 million pounds of emergency food boxes and 76,000
emergency aid items, like diapers and formula.
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“It's important we that our children begin school ready to succeed because every child
deserves an equal chance at success in life,” says Dana Wolfe Naimark of Children’s Action
Alliance, a leader of the No on 302 campaign. “If we allow the Legislature to seize this
money, the effect on our children will be devastating, and so will the effect on our state. Ask
anyone who works with young kids and they’ll tell you the best way to combat school
failure, crime, and illness is to address them during those early developmental years.”

By continuing to give the best resources and attention to children in their first five years,
we begin to build the foundation for their success in the future. Please help continue to

give our kids the fair chance they deserve: Vote No on 302.

To learn more about Proposition 302, please visit www.no302.com.

© 2010 | Paid for by Save First Things First - No on 302. Major funding from APS, Arizona School Boards
Association, Nadine and Eddie Basha and Herman Chanen. www.no302.com




Arizona Dental Association

Prop 802s Vote

The Arizona State Legislature has
submitted an initiative to the November
ballot that will repeal the First Things
First (FTF) program. Established by

a 2006 proposition that passed by a
landslide, the Initiative created an
80-cent tax on tobacco products, the
proceeds of which would be used by FTF
to support early childhood development
and health initiatives.

Proposition 302 on the November ballot,
will seek to eliminate the entire FTF
program and will seek to have the entire
amount in the FTF fund reverted to the
State’s General Revenue fund.

FTF, both on the State level and in almost
all of its regional councils, has cited
oral health initiatives as a big priority.
Significant dollars have already been
spent in local communities to fund oral
health screenings, parent education
programs, and prevention programs
involving the application of topical
fluoride. AzDA is currently in talks
with FTF leadership to determine ways
to better collaborate on oral health
initiatives and the conversations have
been productive and positive.

On July 8, 2010 AzDA submitted a letter
to the Secretary of State urging voters to
say “NO” to Proposition 302. This letter
will be published in the Voter Guide,
providing an opportunity to shine the
light on oral health issues.

NO!

Please help AzDA in its fight against
Proposition 302. Vote “NO” and
encourage as many people as you can

to do the same. AzDA'’s letter, which
follows, can be used as “talking points”
for your discussions with family, friends,
colleagues, and patients. Thank you.

To the Secretary of State:

The Arizona Dental Association,
representing more than 3,500 Arizona
dentists and dental allied team members,
strongly urges voters to vote “No” on
Proposition 302. The loss of First Things
First education and health care funding
for young children would damage our
state’s future generations.

Tooth decay is the most common chronic
disease in children. Statistics provided
by the Arizona Department of Health
Services find the average Arizona child
has five teeth affected by decay, a rate
three times higher than the national
average.

More than one-third of Arizona children
(34%) under the age of three have
untreated dental decay, an alarming
statistic. By the time these children enter
school, their untreated dental decay
leads to severe pain and discomfort, poor
nutrition, impaired speech development,
inability to concentrate and reduced self
esteem. Dental pain is also the leading
reason for school absences. These
conditions are preventable, but only if

INSCRIPTIONS . Journal of the Arizona Dental Association .

parents and children receive education
to develop good oral hygiene habits, and
children have access to dental care in
their first years of life.

First Things First emphasizes quality
and access to early childhood health
programs, along with initiatives to
support preventive health screenings.
This is consistent with the Arizona
Dental Association’s goal to stem the
epidemic of dental disease among
Arizona’s children, as well as dentistry’s
emphasis on prevention.

First Things First, through both its
statewide programs and regional
partnerships, has cited oral health care as
an area for priority funding. Programs
already funded through First Things
First have demonstrated the value of
education and prevention. The loss

of this valuable source of funding for
children’s oral health initiatives would
be a significant setback to vulnerable
children throughout Arizona. Vote “No”
on Proposition 302.

“The loss of this
valuable source

of funding
would be a sig-
nificant setback
to vulnerable
children.”

Mark B. Hughes,

DDS (Glendale)
AzDA President

August 2010
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SAMPLE OPINION COLUMN

“Children First. Not Politics.”

Arizona voters sent a loud message in May about their priorities in grappling with the
worst economic downturn since World War II. The landslide victory for Proposition 100
(the temporary sales tax increase)- which got 64 percent of the vote - declared in no
uncertain terms that Arizonans, many of whom believe government should be as small
possible, absolutely want to protect core services for children, especially education and
vital health and human services efforts.

Of course, sometimes even the most obvious message gets missed. Especially by our
Legislature.

It took the Legislature more than a year to refer Prop 100 to the ballot. Having misjudged
the people’s will once, now the Legislature is ready to make the same mistake again - this
time by gutting First Things First via Proposition 302.

Created by voter mandate in 2006, First Things First established a new tax on tobacco and
designated that this new revenue be spent exclusively on education, early childhood
development and health programs for Arizona’s youngest kids, between birth and 5 years
old.

Already, this program has shown amazing results: More than 33,000 young kids have
received improved child care; more than 2 million pounds of food and tens of thousands of
diapers have been distributed across Arizona; more than 300,000 children have benefited
from doctor outreach programs and nearly 3,000 kids are receiving treatment from
specialized therapists.

This is only the beginning. This new revenue stream has created a $300 million fund
designated by voters to improving early education in our state and making sure that our
youngest kids begin school ready to learn and succeed.

The voters were clear in 2006 just as they were clear this year: In Arizona, even in hard
times, children come first. This makes sense economically because we know that children
who are successful early on create the educated workforce our state so badly needs; and it
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makes sense scientifically because we know from research that 90 percent of a child’s brain
development occurs before age 3.

The only people who don’t seem to get this reside in the Arizona Legislature.

Despite abundant clarity from the voters, the Legislature has put Prop 302 on the ballot to
destroy First Things First. Their goal? To seize that $300 million set aside for kids and
plunk it into the General Fund for use according to their whims. Additionally, a “yes” vote
on 302 will terminate the entire system, and siphon off all future revenues for the General
Fund under the legislature’s control.

It's as if, having overdrawn their own account, now legislators want to dip into the kids’
education fund - which might be a sitcom plot if it wasn’t so true and so sad. They’ve even
gone so far as to turn down First Things First’s offer of a $300 million interest-free loan, in
favor of referring 302 and trying to take the money permanently.

That’s why 302 must be defeated - to protect a system that has worked, and continues to
work, on behalf of our youngest children all across the state.

Chances are you're part of the 64 percent who voted for Prop 100 or you believe in its basic
premise - children come first. If so, we hope you'll join us in voting no on Proposition 302
and in putting children first, not politics.

The voters have spoken, not once but twice. Kids come first in Arizona, not the will of
legislators and politicians.
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